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The worlds of philosophy and economics are at first
sight almost totally unrelated. Yet in both these spheres
we find unmistakable traces of co-operation between the
Muslim and the Hindu. It is indeed difficult to say how
much of the present world outlook of the Indian Hindu
is derived from the Vedas and the Upanishads and how
much from the teachings of Islam. In exactly the same
manner, in belief and in behaviour, in habits and in social
institutions, the Indian Muslim shows unmistakable traces
of the influence of Hindu culture and outlook. The influence
of India was not in fact confined to Indian Muslims alone
but affected the development of Muslim theology in Persia
and Arabia as well. Buddhist modes of thought had pene-
trated as far west as Egypt. There are scholars who find
anticipations of the Sermon on the Mount in the earlier
writings and edicts of Buddhism. The Essenes have at
times been regarded as a Buddhist sect who settled down
in Asia Minor. The basis of Sufism is to be sought in the
Koran, but it has been profoundly influenced by the currents
of Indian thought. Christianity and neo-Platonism, Zoroas-
trianism and Maniehaeism contributed to its development
but perhaps the largest single external influence was the
impact of Hinduism and of Buddhist philosophy. How
else can one explain its attempt to submerge the individual
in the Absolute in direct opposition to the traditions of
Semitic religions since the time of Moses?

Reciprocity is the law in the sphere of mental influence.
Profoundly affected by the modes of Indian thought*
Sufism had in its turn a far-reaching influence on, the Hindu
religious outlook. Few suspect any external influence
on the Vedanta of Sankara and yet there are reasons to
suppose that he was influenced by the impact of Islam
on the prevalent modes of thought. Since the beginning
of recorded history, all new movements in Hindu thought,
all innovations in Indian religion and philosophy had their
origin in northern India. Suddenly, about the beginning